CFP: Politics of Hope/Politics
of Fear

FOR THE SOCIETY’S MEETING TO BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH
The Eastern APA (American Philosophical Association) in 2010

The SSPP invites papers for two conference panels. We are seeking papers
that address issues pertaining to:

Politics of Hope / Politics of Fear

Hobbes famously wrote, “The passion to be reckoned upon is fear.” The
connection thus established between the state and fear has been the
basis not only of various political regimes, but of political theory by
philosophers such as Spinoza, Hegel, Arendt and Massumi. In an age of
color-coded warning systems, terrorism, and pandemic disease, the
essential link between fear and politics seems beyond dispute, and
demands investigation: How does fear work? Does it always reinforce
authority, as Hobbes imagined? Can there be a revolt of fear? What is the
connection between the fear that the masses fear and the fear they evoke
in the corridors of power? More importantly, what remains of fear’s
opposite, hope, in this Hobbesian world? How can hope function in a
world overrun by fear? Does hope require a vision of a better world? Is
there anything beyond the relation of hope and fear, a politics beyond the
vacillation of these affects? For this panel we invite papers that examine
either the “politics of fear” or the “politics of hope” in terms of both broad
theoretical discussions (including examinations of the politics of the
affects and imagination) and specific investigations into regimes of fear
and hope.

Complete papers of 3000-5000 words (that can be summarized and
presented in 20-30 minutes) should be submitted for consideration for
the 2010 meeting (deadline: March 1, 2010). The APA Conference
scheduled for December 27-30, 2010, in Boston, MA.

Authors should include their name(s) and contact information on the
cover page ONLY.

Papers should be emailed as attachments in Word or RTF format to:
papers@sspp.us



